SPEECH BY HON GAGAWALA WAMBUZI THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR TRADE AT THE OCASSION TO MARK THE WORLD METROLOGY DAY 2009
The Executive Director

Management and staff of UNBS,
Dear participants,
Ladies and gentlemen

Today, Uganda joins the rest of the world in celebrating the World Metrology Day which falls on the 20th May of every year to reflect on the important role metrology which is the science of measurements as applied in trade, industry, health and the related fields. Over 155 years ago on May 20, 1875 to be precise, 17 countries got together in France to sign the Metre Convention. These countries had recognized that there were numerous challenges in dealing with every day activities in view of weaknesses in the prevailing measurement systems. They in fact concluded that many of these challenges which mostly related to trade and commerce could be overcome through the adoption and promotion of an improved system of measurement, the Metric System which is now referred to as the International System of Units.

I am extremely happy to report that Uganda adopted and has been promoting the use of this system in commerce and trade. The theme for this year’s celebration is “Measurements in Commerce”, it seeks to underscore the important role that measurements play in enhancing trade and commerce and that measurements are an integral part of our daily lives, a fact we often disregard. 
Measurement is involved in every sphere of activity that we engage in daily. Indeed history shows that the progress of nations has always been related to their progress in measurements. To reflect on this further, we can consider the fact that measurements are used to determine precise quantities of chemicals used in laboratories, medical instruments used to measure blood pressure, sugar levels etc. In the field of trade, measurements are applied to determine the net weight and volume of pre-packaged foods and fuel dispensers at petrol stations need to be accurate for consumers to receive the correct amount of what they are paying for. 
Metrology related activities in a Uganda are the responsibility of the Ministry of Tourism, Trade and Industry whose implementation was delegated to the UNBS. The scope and field of application falls into 3 major categories namely: Legal, Industrial and Scientific Metrology. The field of Legal metrology relates to commercial transactions. It seeks to ensure that the client who buys something is effectively receiving the amount agreed upon. Industrial metrology seeks to promote competitiveness in manufacturing and service industries, through regular improvement of the measurements through calibration of quality control instruments that influence quality. For its part, Scientific Metrology is responsible for the research needed to produce standards with a sound scientific basis, and it promotes their acceptance and international equivalence. 
As a result of the current dynamics of world commerce, metrology has become even more important basing on its role in quality control, calibration, laboratory accreditation, traceability, and certification. Measurements are at the core of these functions and, when carried out correctly can greatly contribute to improving and guaranteeing quality in products and services. Government is aware that the measurement capabilities of a country reflect its level of development in several fields, including manufacturing and services sector. This directly influences competitiveness of enterprises, ability to win markets and expand production facilities that, in turn, will open new avenues for growth and the creation of new jobs.

From the Government point of view, this is a priority that greatly relates to our ability to attain key pillars of the Millennium Development Goals as outlined in our national strategy for development. I am therefore glad that UNBS has organized a seminar for stakeholders to discuss issues and create awareness about the link between measurements, trade, commerce and national development. As government we shall fully support all initiatives geared towards developing and improving national infrastructure for metrology by providing additional funds to UNBS and supporting Metrology related legislations.
The Directorate of Trade in my Ministry has the responsibility for the laws governing Legal Metrology and is committed to further revising and re-aligning these legislations to match the new developments in the field of commerce and trade that Uganda is encountering and to provide an improved environment for business. 

With those remarks I wish you successful deliberations and a happy World Metrology Day 2009.

FOR GOD AND MY COUNTRY
